CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



\y 1- ^ system for authoring, distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
5^ content, Wid system comprising: 

an authormg system for recording dynamic annotations; 

a distributi\)n system for distributing said dynamic annotations which have been 
recorded in the preceding step; and 

a playing system for playing said dynamic annotations which have been distributed 
10 in the preceding step. 

^v>*^^'^2a a system for authoring, distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
Q) conWit in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said authoring system for recording 
1,^ dynan^c annotations comprises: 

^system for capturing navigation events. 

15 

3. A syfetem for authoring, distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
content in acdbrdance with claim 2, wherein said playing system for playing said 
dynamic annotations comprises: 

20 a system fW playing said navigation events. 

4. A system for authoring, distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
content in accordance^ with claim 1, wherein said dynamic annotations are 

25 recorded on hypermedis 

5. A system for authoringMistributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
content in accordance with claimV wherein hyperlinks may be created and 
followed between said dynamic annotations. 
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6. A system for audioring, distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
content in accordanc^with claim 5, including a hypermedia browser, said 
authoring and playin^ystems being included in said hypermedia browser and said 
distribution system beiAg in part comprised in said hypermedia browser. 

7. A system for authol\jng, distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
content in accordance with c\aim 6, including a remote annotation server. 



10 



8. A system for authoring, distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
content in accordance with claimV, wherein said distribution system is partly 
comprised within said hypermediaWowser and partly within said remote 
annotation server. 



9. A system for authoring, distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia 
content in accordance with claim 8, wher\in said remote annotation server further 
comprises an annotation store, and a mech^ism for indexing, retrieving and 
transferring annotation files. 

10. \A system, for use with a communications web or net, said net comprising at 
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^ least on^of the Internet and an Intranet, said system being for authoring, 

distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia content, said system comprising: 

an annotatibn server for being coupled to said communications net; 

a remote nenserver for being coupled to said communications web; and 

20 a net browser Vor being coupled to said communications web. 
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A system in accordance witn claim 10, wherein said net browser comprises: 
a system for capturing naviga^on events. 
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12. A system in accordance with claim 11, wherein said annotation server 
comprises an annotation store. 

13. A system in accordance with claim 10 , in which hyperlinks may be created 
and followed between annotations. 

5 14. A system in accordbice with claim 13, wherein said net browser comprises 

traditional hypermedia browser components, an annotation manager, an annotation 
recorder, and an annotation player. 

15. A system in accordailce with claim 10, wherein said system has a selectable 
Browse operating mode wherein said net browser functions in a traditional 

10 hypermedia browser manner,Un Annotate mode wherein events generated by a user 

are recorded, and a Watch mope wherein a most recent annotation is played. 

16. A system in accordanceWith claim 10, wherein said system displays 
available annotations for each dopument that a user visits. 

^^^17. \ A method for use with a communications web or net, said net comprising at 
15 ^ least o\e of the Internet and an Intranet, said method being for authoring, 

distributing, and replaying derivative hypermedia content, wherein said method 
comprises: 

coupling each of at least one remote server, an annotation server, an annotation 
manager, and anet browser to said communications net; and 

20 selecting one of a Browse mode, an Annotate mode, and a Watch mode for 
respectively causing said net browser to function in a traditional hypermedia 
browser manner, causing events generated by a user to be recorded, and for causing 
a most recent annotation to be displayed. 

T^>?"1l8. i A method in accordance with claim 17, wherein said causing events 
25 ^ geneAited by a user to be recorded includes causing navigation events to be 
recorded. 
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A method in accordance with claim 17, wherein said causing a most 
recent annotation to be displayed includes causing navigation events to be 
displayed. 



A method in accordance with claim 17, wherein said Browse mode, said 
Annotate mode, and said WatchVmode are selectable by screen button functions. 




MVc 2.1 A method in accordance w\th claim 17, comprising the steps of, when said 

Annotate mode is selected for recording events: 

selecting one of a drawing moue and a typing mode. 

method in accordance with claim 17, comprising the step of, upon 
selection of an icon or text representing an annotation: 

generatjH^ link annotation event using the annotation ID of said item selected. 
\ 

AVnethod in accordance with claim 17, comprising the steps of, when said 
Annotate rmde is selected for recording events, and upon one of (a) selection of an 
item in an Ari^otation box, and (b) generation of a non-scroll navigation event: 

pausin^'ecording of annotation; 

loading anocument with given ID; 

rendering s£iid document by said net browser; and 

resuming recording of annotation. 
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A method in accWance with claim 17, comprising the steps of, when said 
Browse mode is selected and upon activation of a save function: 

entering informatioi^ncluding a user-selected name associated with a most 
recent annotation; 

generating an annotatioi^ile; 

sending said name and sai^kannotation file to said annotation server; 
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extracting document ID's from NEW_DOCUMENT events in said 
annotation; and 

storing a file wi\h said information in an Annotation Store indexed by said 
document ED's. 
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A method in accordance with claim^^ comprising the steps of, when said 
Browse mode is selected and upon execution of a non-scroll navigation event 
which causes a new document to be loaded by the browser: 

said Annotation manager sending an ID of said new document to said 
Annotation server; upon said Annotation server finding any annotations stored for 
said ED of a new document, said Annotation server sending annotation files along 
with any associated names and icdns to said Annotation Manager, said Annotation 
Manager displaying annotation's nime, author's name if any, and icon if any, of 
each annotation in an Annotation Manager box. 

15 2jG A method in accordance with Vlaim comprising the steps of, when said 

Browse mode is selected, and upon execution of a non-scroll navigation event 
which causes a new document to be loaJJed by the browser: 

said Annotation manager sending an ID df a new document to said Annotation 
server; 

20 upon said Annotation server finding no annWations stored for said ID of a new 

document, said Annotation alerting said Ann^ation Manager that there are no 
annotations for a current page. 

l^^^"^ 2-7 A method in accordance with claim 17, comprising the steps of, when said 

Watch mode is selected: 
25 processing events in a traditional manner in ^ Main Annotation Playback 

Loop. 
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A method in accordance with claim 27, comprising the steps of, when said 

Watch mode is selected, and upon processing of a non-scroll navigation event, 

pausing plajtback of annotation; 
loading a dooiment having a selected ID; 
rendering saidMocument; and 
continuing playftack of said annotation. 

A method in accordance jwithclaim 28, comprising the steps of: 
if said playback is completd^ verifying whether an Annotation Stack is empty and, 
if so, 

switching to said Browse mode and, if not, taking the top annotation from said 
stack and beginning playback from the designated event. 



W^^ 30 J^/ A method in accordance \^ith claim 29, comprising the steps of, when said 
Watch mode is selected, and uponVprocessing of a link annotation event, 

15 creating a temporary Link Button which remains available to the user for a 

pre-determined length of time. 
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A method in accordance with 41aim 30, comprising the steps of, when said 
Watch mode is selected, and upon actiWing said Link Button, 

placing the ID of the active annotation, along with the index of the next 
20 event in the active annotation on the top ^f the stack; 

beginning playback of an annotati^p referenced in the most recent link 
annotation event. 



V^^*^ 32 ^ A method in accordance with claim 3 1\ comprising the steps of: 
25 if said playback is complete, 
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verifying whemer an Annotation Stack is empty and, if so, 
switching to said Bro\Ae mode and, if not, taking a top annotation from said stack 
and beginning playback^rom a designated event. 
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